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There is nothing slow moving about 
Clover Avenue Elementary School!  We 
are off and running . . . with summer 
vacation just a vague memory.  I thought 
I would take advantage of this issue of 
the Cloverleaf to take stock of where 
Clover is today, and where we hope to be 
as we work our way through the 2009-
2010 school year. 
 
School opened smoothly, though with 
more boys and girls than we originally 
anticipated in the first and second grades.  
We had to quickly adjust to these new 
numbers by adding an additional first 
grade classroom.  We are watching our 
2nd grade numbers daily and if enrollment 
increases, the District will allow us to add 
another teacher to this grade level. In the 
meantime, thanks to the generosity of our 
Booster Club, a new instructional aide 
has been hired to assist teachers with 
their class size.   
 
Also, due to the current budget crisis, our 
wonderful library aide, Sarah van Daalen 
Wetters is being transferred to Fairburn 
Elementary where she will be a 3 hr 
library aide.  Luckily for us, and with the 
generosity of our Booster Club, she will 
also continue working at Clover as a 3 
hour teacher’s assistant.  In her place, we 
welcome Janet Evans, a highly 
experienced library aide.  Clover is one 
of the fortunate few schools that is able to 
keep its library open for 6 hours! 
 
Our CST/CAT6 scores continue to soar, 
this year we increased by 16 points!  Our 
Academic Performance Index (API) is 
now an amazing 948!  Clover ranks as 
one of the top ten highest performing 
schools in the district.  We can attribute 
this success to our truly dedicated 
community of staff, students, and parents, 
working together to create life-long 
learners. 
 
Let me take a moment to let you know 
about all the amazing programs at Clover 
this year:  
 
Our Arts Program continues to be a huge 
success. This year students in Kinder, 1st, 
3rd, 4th, and 5th will receive instruction in 
visual art, dance and theater.  
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The Growing Great Program – which 
provides gardening education to our 1st 
and 3rd grade classrooms and nutrition 
education to 5th grader – is entering its 
second year. In addition, we hope to 
begin a gardening club on Fridays after 
school for students and parents.  
 
We will also be hosting, for the second 
year, the David Beckham Academy 
School Outreach program in May and 
June. This program will provide soccer 
coaching sessions combined with a 
nutrition and physiotherapy challenge 
that will link physical activity with 
human science, nutrition and team work.  
�
Also, our 5th graders will continue our 
collaboration with the Civil Engineers 
Outreach program. Students will build 
water drains and create stable structures 
that can withstand an earthquake!  
 
Also, fifth graders will participate in the 
Robotics Program from USC in which 
students will have the opportunity to 
build and program their own robot. 
 
After school, we are excited to offer the 
STAR After School Program and STAR 
Enrichment courses, Youth Services, as 
well as instrumental music lessons 
offered by Larry Newman.   
 
We have much to celebrate as we start 
this new year and our challenge will be to 
continue on our path of excellence!  
   
I wish us all a wonderful year. 
 
Warmly, 
 
Sharon Fabian, Principal 
 
 

 
The Next 

Cloverleaf Deadline 
is Wednesday,  

October 27, 2009 
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Hello Clover Families!   
 
Happy October!  This is my first article 
as Booster Club President, and I want to 
let you all know how glad I am to have 
the opportunity to do this job.  I have 
enjoyed meeting all the new families, at 
both the orientation and the new family 
brunch.  Many have already emailed or 
stopped me on the yard to ask how they 
can volunteer this year, or just to find out 
about Booster Club activities.   
 
For those of you new to the school, the 
Booster Club is mainly a fundraising 
organization.  All funds raised are used to 
support Clover as needed.  As the district 
continues to cut funding for many 
programs, Booster will step in and pay 
for some of those programs.   
 
We had a big turnout at our first Booster 
Club meeting, and it looks like we're 
going to have a great year of 
events.  I invite you to come to as many 
Booster Club meetings as possible...all 
are welcome.  It does not obligate you in 
any way, but we always encourage you to 
get involved in as many events as you'd 
like.  You may even make some lifelong 
friends along the way!   

 
Please feel free to email me anytime if 
you'd like more information on Booster 
Club activities, or even if you simply 
have questions and don't know where to 
turn: hollycantos@earthlink.net.  I look 
forward to meeting as many of you as 
possible this year! 
 
Holly Cantos 
 
Booster Club President 
hollycantos@earthlink.net 
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The Valet Drop-off Program has started 
thanks to our wonderful parent 
volunteers. 

Recently there was a concern addressed 
by some volunteers. Near contact 
accidents were witnessed during the 
valet. Drivers: please slow down when 
you pass by the valet zone. When you 
use valet, watch the traffic as you exit 
valet lane and merge the traffic. 

Also, to ensure everyone's safety, please 
adhere to the following procedures for 
drop-off. 

·  Reduce speed as you enter the valet 
lane separated by the cones and wait in 
line.  
·  Proceed to the front of the line and 
wait for a volunteer to open the door.  
·  Make sure lunches/lunch money and 
backpacks are with your child(ren). Don’t 
leave your car to get items from the 
trunk. 
·  Once your child has safely exited the 
car(from passenger's side of the car only) 
the volunteer will close the door. 
·  Enter traffic cautiously. No U-turns 
in the school zone. 

NOTE: Please do not park in the valet 
zone. Many parts of the streets 
surrounding the school are LOADING 
ONLY from 6:30AM-9:00AM and 
1:30PM-4:00PM. If you leave your car 
even for a short while you might be 
ticketed. 

Please remember to use crosswalks if you 
walk to school. DO NOT JAYWALK!   
 
Please contact Alicia Russo at 
ajrusso11@yahoo.com/310.428.5171 or 
Haruko Takeshita at 
harucarlo@yahoo.com/310.838.2964 if 
you have any question, suggestion or 
concern regarding the valet.  
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Can you imagine a fund-raiser that’s as 
easy as eating a bowl of cereal or having 
a snack?  With General Mills Box Tops 
for Education, it’s just that simple! 
  
Simply clip the Box Top logos from 
participating General Mills products and 
send them to school with your children.   
Clover gets 10 cents per Box Top 
collected! 
Also, by October 30th, you can enter 
Clover into the special Big Clip Bonus 
Box Top program on the internet.   
 

 
They are giving away 1,000,000 Bonus 
Box Tops to schools.  There will be one 
Grand Prize of 500,000 Bonus Box Tops 
(a $50,000 value!) and two First Prizes of 
250,000 Box Tops ($25,000 value!).  Just 
go to http://www.thebigclip.com/ 
index.tbapp to enter your e-mail and you 
are six steps away from putting Clover in 
the running.  You can enter once a day 
until the deadline  The drawing will be 
Nov. 1st.   
 
In the meantime, you can still save your 
Box Tops from participating General 
Mills cereals, snacks, Betty Crocker fruit 
snacks, Yoplait yogurt multipacks, 
Yoplait Go-Gurt, Lloyds Barbeque 
Buckets, and General Mills Foodservices 
products – and send them to the school 
office.  There is a box on the counter to 
drop them.  The more we collect, the 
more cash we earn!   
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Here's a SUPER EASY and fast way to 
earn 2,000 School Cents points for 
Clover.  There is no limit to the number 
of emails you can sign up, so tell your 
friends, spouses, co-workers so Clover 
can benefit: 
  
Here's how it works (A 2-step process): 
 
- Go to:  
�����������	�
����
�������	�����

���
���	���	�	����������
�����  to 
sign up for School Cents notifications for 
1,000 points. 
 
- Then go to:  
�������������	�	���������
���
���
���	��������	�  to sign up for emails 
from Westside Pavilion.  For the WP 
email, you will need to print out your 
confirmation and take it to Guest 
Services to receive the 1,000 points 
bonus OR  put it in the New Green 
School Cents Collection Box in the main 
office and I will take it in for you. 
  
Speaking of that New Green School 
Cents Collection Box - remember to 
save your receipts and deposit them in 
the box!  For every dollar spent at 
Westside Pavilion (the mall), Clover 
receives 10 points! 
  
Don't forget to attend the FREE Kids 
Club magic show, Wednesday, October 
7th, from 6-6:45 pm in the Westside 
Pavilion Foodcourt.  Remember to sign 
in so Clover can receive 500 points!  
Don't miss the show because Harry Potter 
might make a special appearance!   
  
Thanks everyone for supporting School 
Cents!  Questions?  Please contact Heidi 
Clayton at heidijclayton@hotmail.com 
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Clover’s most exciting fundraising event, 
the Halloween Hurrah, is coming Friday, 
October 30, from 5:00-9:00 p.m. The 
Hurrah is a wonderful evening of fun for 
the whole family, and we need many 
hands to make it work. 
 
Volunteers are needed at every stage the 
Halloween Hurrah:  
·  Beginning Tuesday, October 6: One 
or two parents are needed to sell raffle 
tickets on the “quad”; any/every 
afternoon, from 2:30-3:00 

·  Handy with tools? Build a 
collapsible fortuneteller’s booth, a flat-
storage shuffleboard court for tots, a 
small “fortuneteller’s” table [We have 
good ideas to make these projects.]   

·  Arty? Crafty? ; Paint 
signs/backdrops for some of our new 
attractions; sew curtains for the 
fortuneteller’s booth; sew/put together a 
unisex fortuneteller’s costume 

·  Outgoing “outside” salespeople 
needed to set up raffle ticket sales booths 
outside local grocery stores 

·  Data input; keep track of raffle ticket 
sales; input volunteer names and 
commitments, and more 

 
We also need a number of items to make 
our new attractions special: 
·  Generator(s) (electricity = light = 
fun!) 

·  Portable outdoor lights or strings of 
lights 

·  Many small (approx. 8 oz.) plastic 
bowls (Used margarine/cream cheese/dip 
tubs would be perfect. These need not be 
identical.) 

·  Two, small (5-6 ft. diameter max) 
plastic toddler pools, inflatable or rigid 

·  Two “hippity-hop” bouncing toys 
(large balls with handles that children 
bounce on) 

Contact: Lara Galindo – 310-869-1756 
(cell or text); lggalindo@yahoo.com 
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In keeping with tradition, the 5th grade is 
hosting a fundraising dinner at the 
Halloween Hurrah. What is more fun at a 
carnival than Hot Dog on a Stick?  
 
Bring your appetites for lots of fun style 
food including fresh lemonade, corn 
dogs, cheese dogs, and other items fresh 
from the Hot Dog on a Stick cart.  
 

 
 

Other goodies include popcorn, 
dessert, baked goods and other 
refreshments which will be sold by the 
5th grade parents.  
 
Cash Only please!  No pre-sale, so 
there’s plenty for friends and family 
without having to plan ahead. Just come 
hungry and help your 5th Grade Class 
Astrocamp fundraising efforts. Thanks 
for your support!   
  
5th Grade Steering Committee 

 

5
���
����5�		
��
��
�������+����
 
Remember to visit the library at the 
Halloween Hurrah to bid on a date with 
your favorite teacher or staff member.  
Don't miss the opportunity to be Principal 
for a day with Mrs. Fabian!  Bid on a 
movie, lunch or even a bowling date with 
your favorite teacher!   
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Last year Clover earned thousands of 
dollars through its recycling program. It’s 
a fantastic fund raiser, its easy, and it 
costs you nothing! Here are the details: 
 
WHEN: 7:30-8:30 am, Thursday Nov. 5 
and the 1st Thursday of every month 
thereafter, at the same time and place. 
 
WHERE: Corner of Military & 
Queensland. 
 
WHAT: plastic juice bottles, aluminum 
beverage cans, plastic milk containers, 
any glass containers (parents only), and 
any scrap metal: electrical wires, pots and 
pans, muffin tins, food cans 
 
WE WILL NOT COLLECT: plastic food 
containers, paper, including juice boxes, 
cardboard, newspaper, cleaning product 
containers, shampoo, conditioner or soap 
containers, TVs, computers, monitors, 
cameras, or any other electronics. 
 
We'd greatly appreciate if you pre-sort the 
items in separate bags, but we’ll take them 
even if you cannot.  Interested in helping? 
Please let us know or just show up and 
help!  Questions? Contact Gerald 
310.306.3871 or Haruko 310.838.2964. 
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Need some fun birthday paper or colorful 
gift bags? Are you starting to think about 
Christmas and Chanukah gifts? Clover is 
here to help make your holiday shopping 
easy with our annual Innisbrook wrapping 
paper fundraiser running from 9/29 
through 10/12. 
 
This year's theme is "Jungle Safari" with 
tons of wild prizes and surprises for all. 
Stock up on fabulous quality, recycled 
paper products, as well as delicious treats, 
magazines,  and fun gift ideas. Sell items 
to family, friends, co-workers and 
neighbors either via catalog or online.  
 
It’s easy to do! Go to 
www.innisbrook.com, select EZ Order, 
and enter Clover's registration number: 
103471. Register your student online 
before notifying out-of- town friends and 
relatives about the sale so students get 
prize credits. You can enter orders online 
or by phone by calling 1-877-525-5608. 

Best of all, 50% of everything you sell 
directly benefits Clover. Last year, we 
earned over $11,000 for Clover and we 
hope to surpass that amount this year.  
 
Please contact Carline Jorgensen at 
ckaplan@kaplancommunications.com or 
Erin Rushforth at 
erin.rushforth@gmail.com for more 
information on participating or 
volunteering to help organize this 
fundraiser. Thank you! 
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Clover Avenue School's website 
(www.cloveraveschool.org) is getting 
updated.  Please check out these new 
additions to the site: 
 
* Upcoming Events.  Look here for a 
snapshot of the next upcoming events at 
the school. Links to flyers related to 
given events will be posted there. 
 
* School Calendar.  Snapshot of the year 
and a link to a more detailed Yahoo 
calendar 
 
* Monthly School Breakfast & Lunch 
Menus 
 
* Clover News & Notes Weekly Email 
Archives 
 
* CloverLeaf Archives 
 
Any feedback for the site?  Please send 
an email through the website using the 
Contact Us link. The website is still a 
work-in-progress and we're hoping to use 
it as a valuable resource for all at Clover. 
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Every Friday right after school our 
Sunshine Garden(near Military gate) 
will be open to Clover families! 
Everyone is welcome to see what's 
growing, touch the soil, and help with 

garden maintenance & various garden 
projects such as: 
 
Make bed wiggly way- Oct.2, We'll 
make a worm composting bed. 
Plant rescue- Oct. 9, We'll transplant 
plants & a lime tree to better homes 
What is pH anyway? Oct. 16, We'll 
check the water quality of the eco-pond. 
 
*Mini harvest- date TBA 
 

*Afternoon worm tea- date TBA 
 
Due to limited garden space, we 
encourage pre-K – 2nd grade families to 
come on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of the 
month, and 3rd – 5th grade families on 
the 2nd and 4th  Fridays.   
 
Also, to ensure our kids' safety, we ask 
you to follow the rules below. 
 
*Students are strongly recommended to 
be accompanied by their parents/ 
caregivers upon entering the garden.  
 

*The students will be released from the 
garden any time so parents/caregivers 
please stay in the garden/shade structure 
area if not working with the kids.  
 

*The only garden tool kids are allowed 
to use is a trowel. The parent volunteers 
will handle all other tools. 
 

*Student must not stand on the garden 
beds. 
 

*Students are not allowed inside or 
behind the shed and the green house. 
 

*If a student is in Beyond the Bell, 
he/she must tell the coach that he/she 
will be working in the garden, and must 
go straight to the school yard after 
work, then report back to the coach. 
 
Questions? Contact Karen 
310.926.0246/karenparkhouse@ 
gmail.com or Haruko 310.838.2964/ 
harucarlo@yahoo.com. 
 

 


